
 

Punitive Damages Bill Passes Senate 
After Defeat the Day Before 

 
On Wednesday, the State Senate defeated a 
bill (SB 421 ) that caps punitive damages in civil 
lawsuits on a 18-16 vote. On Thursday, a 
compromise bill was reconsidered and adopted 
26-8. The initial bill capped punitive damages at 
three times compensatory damages, or 
$500,000, whichever is the greater. The 
approved bill capped damages at four times compensatory 
damages, or $500,000, whichever is greater. The has been sent to 
the House. 

Open & Obvious Legal 
Reform Bill Passes 

 
A conference committee was successful in 
forging a compromise bill that was 
acceptable to both Houses and now the 
"Open & Obvious" bill is on its way to the 
Governor for his approval. The adopted bill,(SB 13), reinstates the 
legal doctrine for suing a property owner when someone is injured 
by an obvious risk that was reasonably apparent, or was know to 
the person injured. 

House Charter Schools Bill Clears Senate 
Committee 

 
After a lengthy review, the Senate Education 
Committee has approved a charter schools 
bill (SB 14) and sent it on to the Senate 
Finance Committee for their review. If 
approved by the Legislature, West Virginia 
would join over 40 states that currently allow 
charter schools The West Virginia Chamber is a strong supporter of 
charter public schools that will offer more freedom for teachers, 
parents and students and have more local control. 
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Update on Several Other 
Key Bills 
 
Here is an update on a few bills of 
interest to Chamber members:  

  
SB 361 --- Prevailing Wage Rate ---

was passed by the Senate on a 23-11 
vote and being reviewed by the House Government Organization 
Committee.. The bill transfers the task of calculating the prevailing 
wage from the state Division of Labor to WorkForce West Virginia, 
which will receive assistance from economic development experts 
at WVU and Marshall. The bill also exempts public projects from 
the prevailing wage that are under $500,000. 
  

HB 2002 --- Joint & Several Liability (Comparative Fault) --
-the conference committee report  has been reported to the Senate. 
The primary purpose of the bill is to ensure defendants will only be 
held responsible for the share of damages a jury decides was their 
fault.  
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STATE SENATE 

 
 
SB 3 --- Relating to real property possessor's liability for trespasser harm 

Signed into law by the Governor 2/9 
  
SB 6 --- Relating to medical professional liability Senate amended the bill 

and sent it back to the House for concurrence on 2/23 
 
SB 11 --- Relating to workers' compensation disbursements when injury is 

self-inflicted or intentional: permitting recovery in private suit 
 
SB 12 --- Relating to payment of separated employee's outstanding wages 

Passed Senate 1/23; To House Industry & Labor Committee 
 
SB 13  --- Reinstating open and obvious doctrine for premises liability. 

Passed by both Houses; awaiting Governor's signature 
 
SB 14--- Creating Public Charter Schools Act Approved by Senate 

Education Committee and sent to the Senate Finance Committee 
 
SB 37 --- Relating to arbitration. Passed Senate 34-0 on 2/10 and has 

been sent to the House 
 
SB 38 --- Relating to apportionment of damages in tortious conduct actions 

 
SB 101 --- Limiting punitive damages awarded in personal injury or 
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Saturday, March 14 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QjL_lirGlgaFGovISfBvtxt-dfFgpwM541HXEcUlWIcymsVFXX1lq-Vw0YYKdeJBagsIuMzMxOepeYygrCfkb-UbnkkyFuXahSCy3aI-vtfLrbYkDJbboLp03t-uGdDBiIavcoJat5ILfsH5ypdfK6p8xVA5SKnrL16ChoXNAo7AtgmCRtOvt7GT2bzyRjiWFTwbfJDLlELzewgAwpu2031e1j5vmkmElFFgY6dQusv12thaYeac98FPaEYb77mu4oqFIjax1MJCBHMjUDc4nNgcDzS3AowBMAeRTxj4evAWXPoBv6YJmA==&c=yszbjg9CMQVHkLuVMhmtikDQWzK1anVNSYvtqhEia8PrRZZ-CBvYLg==&ch=qXN2QG6GWEQJft1gkthe2NSmBd3ozfuBm0pDu3P_-0XeNfKN2kZLgQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QjL_lirGlgaFGovISfBvtxt-dfFgpwM541HXEcUlWIcymsVFXX1lq-Vw0YYKdeJBN7lSq4lb5o99yslZpXOayn9IC2y0IGe65F1WlkcTkYnNWnBvgKnCD4GzjIfGJ_YjhPhHrME5dlZQRnf9qKq_cDfbfELjYUeLLi2PaYucTtAU7Ta8MWmgbkIgxzUi9iuTqxmrR8gNtyABdqes3NcVwwk-dxWatiWMPPU6QdorBL81CcGcCaIJa7juwKyeUZh2dH0TCUlknZuZLVFG1aqaxmsSPMpFNN5t&c=yszbjg9CMQVHkLuVMhmtikDQWzK1anVNSYvtqhEia8PrRZZ-CBvYLg==&ch=qXN2QG6GWEQJft1gkthe2NSmBd3ozfuBm0pDu3P_-0XeNfKN2kZLgQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QjL_lirGlgaFGovISfBvtxt-dfFgpwM541HXEcUlWIcymsVFXX1lqwNVQFFgnrAbRKKwCn5Or5dIwcwjzvnenue4zDSXAKKKcGLRrHZObDlOxBa-DmIn4PLPTGjxE_rTG1Gbd3BfAy00QjxRBRaY14t87Z9xX3AEmCphElgQ3Krf-r5JIbSUiSA_JG3N93ArfHuhcfOFlpBomwx2EBL4OZfZ971fSpaMbFie7BSRWO61LM3BQb-Yj2rCaTovwbRdfBfFlC4dFqEBFOS_pPihbtUtY8u2ETEb53amHD2nt3jZrnE8pMZ1Kg==&c=yszbjg9CMQVHkLuVMhmtikDQWzK1anVNSYvtqhEia8PrRZZ-CBvYLg==&ch=qXN2QG6GWEQJft1gkthe2NSmBd3ozfuBm0pDu3P_-0XeNfKN2kZLgQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QjL_lirGlgaFGovISfBvtxt-dfFgpwM541HXEcUlWIcymsVFXX1lq9EJo41X4xsc-G4eJ66GHLja1nzhDgCj3caWd6JxZWATSlpLKg1P0lS6_qeMakRdKJzR9EO_0xcMApm00umhpmamy58ohfsNOxtt6RtRmMiXPSXXa76R9p-U6kZ4STZDHKETkdVmKHDmMVL7Lo8490rBfPQrPn_DLou5XDk8SjHd5G8PaJNCYUpeKGj4URC744cLAfvTa8FxSmqb2XktvZtDRS_Shl6LqY_7otoWdH_5&c=yszbjg9CMQVHkLuVMhmtikDQWzK1anVNSYvtqhEia8PrRZZ-CBvYLg==&ch=qXN2QG6GWEQJft1gkthe2NSmBd3ozfuBm0pDu3P_-0XeNfKN2kZLgQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QjL_lirGlgaFGovISfBvtxt-dfFgpwM541HXEcUlWIcymsVFXX1lqwNVQFFgnrAbsbLk2zoWlTIqGc6fmCwL-P1BZ5lwu4UTV-psT44dWi3eGtncdefsCxWrprRJgPHXatqRHZAMzqwazwQFjZ2hSvkgcK1xbdM0_EUN2PyCBOhzkY-Y-QKF8Pqj5u-mNBZ0QKznSreZgLs3fy9gteYAg4Hk1G1HMhxK9ax5pyKAaDR3lt9ejHvew_ADqfcMH-7-v8yPwQoxaw3-QgjLq3aRKG9dmmP4Xj0VNAWek62JFmE9jIPveU3vDA==&c=yszbjg9CMQVHkLuVMhmtikDQWzK1anVNSYvtqhEia8PrRZZ-CBvYLg==&ch=qXN2QG6GWEQJft1gkthe2NSmBd3ozfuBm0pDu3P_-0XeNfKN2kZLgQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QjL_lirGlgaFGovISfBvtxt-dfFgpwM541HXEcUlWIcymsVFXX1lq6KylVts9t8E0_Wk8gJ5jahiF9O2__95rLSOAAaSax_rgvJd4ffQt83x-b3FRiWKfLCIlKRdOjXwDBEqsmDni7l7JuvxDScqP8kRD3syIpNbOejGfq5JtDu2r6ZlM2J4TFlVXayHoCq7yGpOEvWdUBvsQi6LlZ1Wu6bRh79ZyyiBjcDSyqZgZEYH6u1cTD8rjZ8y5Y6HfarMV8D0awiujkt_rKGxZ_51F_Jc8RY0zS3eXuXLj6gKs_1OWn2AFOyLCQ==&c=yszbjg9CMQVHkLuVMhmtikDQWzK1anVNSYvtqhEia8PrRZZ-CBvYLg==&ch=qXN2QG6GWEQJft1gkthe2NSmBd3ozfuBm0pDu3P_-0XeNfKN2kZLgQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QjL_lirGlgaFGovISfBvtxt-dfFgpwM541HXEcUlWIcymsVFXX1lqwNVQFFgnrAbmxKjTRY5amjT3GL4FThVXmGLKUlaIzV4EpopM-8tYkouU-6INdiSnaF3ElS5z5QGlOafH3Lf9_9XLGIsqz_au3MZAzzxW-WvWxWJPJmVmPLQat4YKHFyIAw_26jlm4lnOs1AEq-bHLiGdHW67DFx2UsK45OhqL4xaYUc9MEXZ85xIIcqY9IsdA3vaMBneDfOKNAXkAozl_Je4gktwfhTMdhW4LqJ2jCrDWH_UXHrpVF_uZgLPhPV2w==&c=yszbjg9CMQVHkLuVMhmtikDQWzK1anVNSYvtqhEia8PrRZZ-CBvYLg==&ch=qXN2QG6GWEQJft1gkthe2NSmBd3ozfuBm0pDu3P_-0XeNfKN2kZLgQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QjL_lirGlgaFGovISfBvtxt-dfFgpwM541HXEcUlWIcymsVFXX1lq9EJo41X4xscIH0z-t2BJx06zHJ-Bx7Vcs1wn1HNTiS08jfHGp8qbcDBUV_jWFst0ymix0ZTKIXWddr2vUaR1mSoUq0_mtHD1Cx8W1QDXvIEnAjyvmtxWzzrn9HFeZ2tQCzXpXz-8YeTPv5MPLPWLp8ySaFXe-QM5pivBYQyDXhUMg68rwEOp5o1HJq1IJVq9zMmZtnJO2Qss9OhlB_-pHUCkKXyNBQU--_6PnEtF1G_N9N-t6xDS2XfoDFupc37pw==&c=yszbjg9CMQVHkLuVMhmtikDQWzK1anVNSYvtqhEia8PrRZZ-CBvYLg==&ch=qXN2QG6GWEQJft1gkthe2NSmBd3ozfuBm0pDu3P_-0XeNfKN2kZLgQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QjL_lirGlgaFGovISfBvtxt-dfFgpwM541HXEcUlWIcymsVFXX1lqwNVQFFgnrAbA4ezqWOEYCESJKUMISfpqXM7OIrTCDa8sKOmHpz2EIu8v1nHpMka-UdLgrFwwB2yd0I7uT-z-W_Eoqa6pae5I6TPX68vSIQUuWKh2IEWwr6-FCw978pASu4mVS7BOp-ujOpj6_AlKdOic5avTzD8X7Zlkv_o5Ypk6nHMHJS3szT9IIlDjiseGGFeSCx98u5tGHKdQVsionBzeDdzDUT45EI2R3omCHKazRkFcSQ5L64eY_E7JyeO-g==&c=yszbjg9CMQVHkLuVMhmtikDQWzK1anVNSYvtqhEia8PrRZZ-CBvYLg==&ch=qXN2QG6GWEQJft1gkthe2NSmBd3ozfuBm0pDu3P_-0XeNfKN2kZLgQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QjL_lirGlgaFGovISfBvtxt-dfFgpwM541HXEcUlWIcymsVFXX1lqwNVQFFgnrAbL4JGWcbPyNVztNhyAsdANBNOpE39cIOVVu9-bl-lVaWb5-l5nvnp7-Vser-c_7UKX26Mqwb3kQtsC_agpGaXBnhHzfDvwsINPPTME8dQ1K8mUy93-4FA-WRH_0bBkvGIJalt0qrewqdf5BB1M2ztLyL1BxlU5z5Qpq1mQQyp_0h88Y-wxwH9kTKbZ7A2tqKOd3vV8HhVf_Fwz7HpSCz9HxiqP1jOxfMG_hu1A-GfyrAcGml_2zVN9w==&c=yszbjg9CMQVHkLuVMhmtikDQWzK1anVNSYvtqhEia8PrRZZ-CBvYLg==&ch=qXN2QG6GWEQJft1gkthe2NSmBd3ozfuBm0pDu3P_-0XeNfKN2kZLgQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QjL_lirGlgaFGovISfBvtxt-dfFgpwM541HXEcUlWIcymsVFXX1lqwNVQFFgnrAblMzmevYO9A071o_xe0d6XJkcrNUsLnmhHbhFEXppl3qGM82tbZG6G-85pERN-LGTBqySXhZY7OTmmFqyEAnO9GJZltbx7vpg5YQ3klcf3QD7UC9laklOpnSxDHGBUM5Zo_ht9tje2RqHF9g9u1FCYq_9hPx66CBMEXpeS9d52_FEtFDcDQahF7IbaTv1As6cFTAdiatuTTFEC8rf5YOlYxQSmerxxrzDO7px15Q1F6p0qHdTPFzr6g==&c=yszbjg9CMQVHkLuVMhmtikDQWzK1anVNSYvtqhEia8PrRZZ-CBvYLg==&ch=qXN2QG6GWEQJft1gkthe2NSmBd3ozfuBm0pDu3P_-0XeNfKN2kZLgQ==


wrongful death actions 
 
SB 102 --- Expending period that terminated employees' wages must be 

paid 
 
SB 103 --- Establishing comparative fault standard 

 
SB 104 --- Increasing threshold of defendant's liability to qualify for several 

liability in tortious actions 
 
SB 129--- Establishing an Intermediate Court of Appeals 

 
SB 134 --- Creating Civil Reform Act of 2015 

 
SB 245 --- Repealing requirement for prevailing wage payment for public 

improvement construction 
 
SB 306 --- Establishing an Intermediate Court of Appeals 

 
SB 307 --- Creating Paycheck Protection Act 

 
SB 308--- Changing minimum interest rate paid on judgments or decrees 

 
SB 318 --- Relating to payment of wages by employers  Passed Senate 

2/5; To House Judiciary Committee 
 
SB 321 --- Creating Paycheck Protection Act 

 
SB 337 --- Creating workplace freedom act (right-to-work) 

 
SB 344--- Relating to limitations on front & back pay. Passed Senate 2/20; 

to the House 
 
SB 361 --- Prevailing Wage Rate. Passed Senate 23-11 2/12; in House 

Government Organization Committee 
 
SB 421--- Relating to punitive damages in civil actions. Approved in the 

Senate after a reconsideration vote 26-8; to House 

 
SB 423 --- Amending the Above Ground Storage Tank Act 
 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
 
HB 2001 --- Repealing Alternative & Renewable Energy 

Portfolio Standard(cap & trade) Signed into law by the Governor 2/4 
 
HB 2002 --- Predicating actions for damages upon comparative fault 

Passed House 1/27 and the Senate on 2/19. The bills have differences and 
is being worked on in a conference committee. 
 
HB 2005--- Relating to alternative programs for the education of 

teachers. Passed the House on 2/10 60-35 and is in the Senate Education 
Committee. 
 
HB 2010--- Requiring the elections of justices of the West Virginia 

Supreme Court of Appeals, circuit court judges, family court judges and 
magistrates be nonpartisan Passed House 2/4; Passed Senate as 
amended 2/20; seeking House concurrence 2/23 
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HB 2011 --- The bill deals with the misuse of the current "deliberate intent" 

law by employees suffering  significant injury or death in the workplace. 
Passed House 2/10 had sent to the Senate. 
 
HB 2052 --- Relating to the labor-management relations act for the 

private sector 
 
HB 2091 --- False Claims Act 
 
HB 2162 -   Relating to payment of employees separated from payroll 

before payday 
 
HB 2574 --- Amending the Above Ground Storage Tank Act 

 
 

REGISTER NOW 

 
Tuesday, February 24  7:45 a.m. 

"The Energy Store in West Virginia" 
 

Woody Ireland, Chair, House Energy Committee (invited) 
Randy Smith, Delegate & experienced coal miner (invited) 

Ben Beakes, Alpha Natural Resources 
Kevin Ellis, Antero Resources & President, WV Oil & Natural Gas 

Association 
 

Tuesday, March 3  7:45 a.m. 
"Bold Education Reform in 2015" 

 
David Sypolt, Chair, Senate Education Committee 

Amanda Pasdon, Chair, House Education Committee 
 

REGISTER HERE 

Chamber Legislative Breakfast 
Sponsors 
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Gold Sponsor 

 
  

West Virginia Chamber of Commerce 
1624 Kanawha Blvd, East 
Charleston, WV  25311  

(304) 342-1115 
wvchamber.com 

  

 
 

 

Forward email 

 

 

This email was sent to bdayton@wvchamber.com by forjobs@wvchamber.com |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy. 

 

 

 

 
West Virginia Chamber of Commerce | 1624 Kanawha Blvd. East | Charleston | WV | 25301  

 

 

  

 

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=rrorsuhab&m=1107718355505&ea=bdayton%40wvchamber.com&a=1120146183862
mailto:bdayton@wvchamber.com
mailto:forjobs@wvchamber.com
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&m=001CvcQzPsUpfWKqt_q4QxlZw%3D%3D&ch=f63ba660-bf9a-11e3-ac34-d4ae528eade9&ca=c0b27a81-e2aa-4342-bed7-cb920760c9a4
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001CvcQzPsUpfWKqt_q4QxlZw%3D%3D&ch=f63ba660-bf9a-11e3-ac34-d4ae528eade9&ca=c0b27a81-e2aa-4342-bed7-cb920760c9a4
http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001CvcQzPsUpfWKqt_q4QxlZw%3D%3D&ch=f63ba660-bf9a-11e3-ac34-d4ae528eade9&ca=c0b27a81-e2aa-4342-bed7-cb920760c9a4
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?pn=weblinkinternational&cc=TEM_News_112

